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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. IV.

who while insulting his weakness had given him no help
against the savage Lombards, and who for nearly seventy
yearsk had been contaminated by a heresy the more
odious that it touched not speculative points of doctrine
but the most familiar usages of worship. In North Italy
foeir power was extinct: no pontiff since Zacharias had
asked their confirmation of his election: nay, the ap-
pointment of the intruding Frank to the patriciate, an
office which it belonged to the Emperor to confer,
was of itself an act of rebellion. Nevertheless their
rights subsisted: they were still, and while they re-
tained the imperial name, must so long continue, titular
sovereigns of the Roman city. Nor could the spiritual
head of Christendom dispense with the temporal;
without the Roman Empire there could not be a
Eoman, nor by necessary consequence (as men thought)
a Catholic and Apostolic Church1. For, as will be
shewn more fully hereafter, men could not separate in
fact what was indissoluble in thought: Christianity must
stand or fall along with the great Christian state: they
were but two names for the same thing. Thus urged,
the Pope took a step which some among his predecessors
are said to have already contemplated01, and towards

* Several Emperors during this
period had been patrons of images,
as was Irene at the moment of
which I write: the stain neverthe-
less adhered to their government
as a whole.

1 To a modern eye there is of
course no necessary connection be-
tween the Roman Empire and a
catholic and apostolic Church; in
fact, the two things seem rather,
such has been the impression made

on us by the long struggle of
church and state, in their nature
mutually antagonistic. The interest
of history lies not least in this, that
it shews us how men have at dif-
ferent times entertained wholly
different notions respecting the re-
lation to one another of the same
ideas or the same institutions.
m Monachus Sangallensis, De
Gestis Karoli; in Pertz, Monu-
menta Germanics Historica,